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 In reply, please refer to the Public Notice Number 

 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
SUBJECT:  Application for a Department of the Army permit under authority of Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act to discharge dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, 
including wetlands, (waters), for the construction of residential development, as shown in the 
attached drawings. 
 
APPLICANT:  Todd Chambers, Reyen & Bardis Development, LLC, 9848 Business Park 
Drive, Suite H, Sacramento, California 95827-1714 
  
LOCATION:  The proposed project is located in Section 2, Township 7 North, Range 8 East, 
MDB&M, in Rancho Murieta, Sacramento County, California.  See attached vicinity map (Sheet 
1).  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The applicant is proposing to construct a 181-unit single family 
residential subdivision and a one-acre park site on this 41-acre site.  See the attached 
development plan (Sheet 3).   
 
The project would permanently and adversely affect 0.33 acre of waters, comprised of 0.27 acre 
of ephemeral channels, 0.01 acre of seasonal wetland, and 0.05 acre of vernal pools.  
Additionally, 1.18 acres of an intermittent stream, a tributary of the Cosumnes River, will be 
temporarily impacted by the proposed rerouting approximately 60 feet to the west.  
Approximately 0.11 acre of stream would also be adversely affected by the relocation of an 
existing 20-foot wide dirt road crossing at the northern project boundary, and the construction of 
a new 100-foot wide road crossing and adjacent 100-foot grouted cobble erosion control 
structure near the southern project boundary.  See the attached wetland map (Sheet 2).        
 
AREA DESCRIPTION:  According to the applicant, Rancho Murieta is a master-planned 
community located approximately 20 miles east of Sacramento on Highway 16 (Jackson 
Highway), where the Great Valley transitions to the toe of the Sierra Nevada foothills.  The 
Cosumnes River bisects the community into northern and southern development areas, with a 
golf course and residential developments located both north and south of the river.  The Rancho 
Murieta South community has been under development since the mid-1970s, when an 18-hole 
golf course was constructed immediately to the west of the proposed project site.  Residential 
development has been ongoing in Rancho Murieta South since approximately 1990, with several 
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single-family residential subdivisions constructed to date.  Several large parcels within Rancho 
Murieta, as well as a 200-foot corridor along the Cosumnes River, have been set aside as open 
space preserves. 
 
Topography in the area is generally low rolling hills separated by broad swales.  Elevations 
range from 150 to 220 feet above sea level.  Habitat types in the area include blue oak and blue 
oak-digger pine woodlands, valley-foothill riparian, and annual grasslands with associated 
seasonal wetlands.  Land uses to the east of the project site (outside the Rancho Murieta plan 
area) include clay mining and grazing.  Lands to the south of Highway 16 are currently managed 
as grazing land.  
 
The site contains two vernal pools, located along the lower terrace at the toe of hill slopes.  The 
pools are shallow to medium depth basins that pond water during the winter months and dry up 
by late spring.  Dominant vegetation in the pools includes creeping spikerush (Eleocharis 
marcostachya) and Carters buttercup (Ranunculus alveolatus).  Other common associates include 
coyote thistle (Eryngium vaseyi), Mediterranean barley (Hordeum hystrix), curly dock (Rumex 
crispus), and perennial rye (Lolium perenne).  
 
One seasonal wetland seep was identified on the project site.  This feature is located at the toe of 
a steeper slope at the far eastern portion of the property.  This wetland is sustained, in part, by 
groundwater seepage, and sustains long-term saturated conditions (although not ponding) during 
the rainy season.  The wetland is dominated by a dense growth of Baltic rush (Juncus balticus). 
 
Two ephemeral channels were identified on the property.  These channels were differentiated 
from wet swales by the presence of a defined bed and bank, and the absence or scarcity of topsoil 
and wetland vegetation within the channel itself.  The channels carry flows during and 
immediately after peak rainfall events, but generally do not sustain consistent long-term flows in 
the absence of rainfall.  The ephemeral channels originate at the eastern portion of the property 
and drain toward the west into an intermittent stream. 
 
The intermittent stream enters the project site at the southwest corner and flows north, where it 
exits the property at the northwest corner and eventually drains to the Cosumnes River.  The 
stream carries seasonal runoff during the winter, spring and early summer months, but generally 
dries up by late summer in most years.  Currently, a dirt road crosses the drainage at the northern 
end of the property via corrugated metal pipe culverts.  The drainage supports wetland habitat 
characterized by a riparian canopy of willows (Salix sp.), and an underlying emergent wetland 
layer dominated by soft rush (Juncus effusus) and cattails (Typha sp.).  Common associate tree 
species include Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii) and valley oak (Quercus lobata).  
Common associates in the emergent layer include tall flatsedge (Cyperus eragrostis), hardstem 
bulrush (Scirpus acutus), penny-royal (Mentha pulegium), and smartweed (Polygonum sp.). 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Endangered or Threatened Species:   The two vernal pools 
on the project site are considered potential habitat for the federally-listed vernal pool 
invertebrates (fairy shrimp).  The applicant has stated that since protocol level surveys have not 
been conducted to determine whether the listed species are actually present in the pools, their 
presence is assumed.  The Corps has initiated consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
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Service pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act for impacts to Federally-listed 
species. 
 
Cultural Resources:  The applicant has stated that no cultural resources have been identified on 
the project site.  As required by Sacramento County, a cultural resources specialist will monitor 
construction activities.  If during grading activities previously unknown cultural resources are 
unearthed, work will stop until such resources can be evaluated by a qualified archaeologist, and 
appropriate state and federal laws are complied with.  Based on the avaliable information, this 
project would have no effect to cultural resources. 
 
Mitigation:  The applicant has proposed the following mitigation.  They will mitigate for 
impacts to 0.05 acre of potential fairy shrimp habitat through the purchase of mitigation credits 
at an approved mitigation bank, in accordance with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service s 
Programmatic Section 7 Consultation for impacts to listed vernal pool invertebrates.  Proposed 
mitigation for permanent impacts to the other wetlands and other waters of the U.S. on the 
project site (0.01 acre seasonal wetland, and 0.27 acre ephemeral drainage) includes the purchase 
of seasonal wetland credits at an approved mitigation bank at a 1:1 ratio.  The credits would be 
purchased prior to filling the waters of the U.S. on the property. 
 
Mitigation for temporary impacts to the intermittent drainage will be accomplished via 
restoration of the relocated drainage channel.  The recontoured channel banks will be 
hydroseeded for erosion control.  Trees will also be planted along the channel banks to mitigate 
for the trees that will be removed as part of the channel reroute, at the following ratios:   
 
      Valley oak: 2 trees planted for every 1 tree removed 
      Fremont s cottonwood: 1 tree planted for every 1 tree removed 
      Willow sp.: 1 tree planted for every 1 tree removed 
 
The density of existing vegetation within the channel is quite high, making higher replanting 
ratios impractical due to lack of space.  Sacramento County will require tree mitigation 
consisting of one tree planted for every inch of diamter at breat height for trees removed.  Not all 
trees will be required to be planted along the stream channel, however.  It is expected that the 
wetland vegetation within the channel bottom will quickly reestablish on its own, making 
specific replanting of herbaceous species unnecessary. 
 
A detailed mitigation and monitoring plan will be developed and submitted to the Corps for 
approval.  The plan will define specific success criteria to be met, will establish a monitoring and 
reporting schedule, and will address long-term management of the drainage corridor.  The 
channel will be permanently protected as part of an approximate 75-foot wide drainage corridor 
to be deeded as a separate lot to the Rancho Murieta Community. 
 
Alternatives:  The applicant has stated that to demonstrate compliance with Section 404(b)(1) of 
the Clean Water Act, and anlysis of alternatives to the proposed project will be prepared and 
submitted to the Corps under separate cover. 
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Related Document:  July 1993, Final Environmental Impact Report for Rancho Murieta South 
rezone, Amendment to the Planned Development Ordinance, Use Permit and Tentative 
Subdiviison Maps for Riverview, Phase Two and Lakeview, Volumes I & II   
 
The District Engineer has made these determinations based on information provided by the 
applicant and on the Corps' preliminary investigation. 
 
Interested parties are invited to submit written comments on or before May 9, 2003.  Personal 
information in comment letters is subject to release to the public through the Freedom of 
Information Act.  Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in 
this notice that a public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public 
hearings shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. 
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact 
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will 
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The 
benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against 
its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be 
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, 
flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, 
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber 
production, mineral needs, consideration of property ownership, and in general, the needs and 
welfare of the people.   
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies 
and officials;  Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of 
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To 
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors 
listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an 
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments 
are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public 
interest of the proposed activity. 
 
This public notice may also be obtained through our web-site at 
http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/cespk-co/regulatory.  If additional information is required, please 
contact the applicant or Justin Cutler, at the letterhead address, e-mail: 
Justin.Cutler@usace.army.mil, or telephone (916) 557-5258. 
 
 

    Michael J. Conrad, Jr. 
    Colonel, US Army 
    District Engineer 
 

Attachments: 3 Drawings  
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